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Foundation Report, 2018 


Dear Friends: 


It is my pleasure and privilege, on behalf of the Weodraw Wilson National Fellowship Foundation’s Board of Trustees, to 
convey to you this report an the work of the Faundation in its 2018 fiscal year (uly 1, 2017 through June 20, 2018) 


For nearly 75 years, the Woodrow Wilson Foundation has worked to identify and develop leaders and institutions to 
address the nation’s critical educational challenges, Through a series of fellowship programs and institutional initiatives, 
the Foundation both supports outstanding individuals who show promise and/or leadership in their careers and provides 
‘an impetus for transformation in the nation’s schools, calleges, and universities. A key theme of all of the Foundation’s 
‘work is equitable access to excellence, in and beyond education, 


Arthur Levine, president of the Foundation since 2006, has added important new dimensions to this 
cominitment to equity and excellence, spearheading the Foundation's last decade of work at the 
intersection of higher education and K-12. Shortly after the conclusion af the 2018 fiscal year, Arthur 
announced his intent to step dawn by the end of facal 2019, At the time of the waiting of this letter, a 
presidential search is nearly concluded, and the Foundation will announce Arthur's successor, who will have 
very large shoes to fil, this spring. We look forward to telling you more about the leadership transition to 
come; in the meantime, | trust you will join the Trustees in thanking, lauding, and celebrating Arthur for his 
‘work in expanding and securing the Foundation’s legacy. 


‘As many of you know, the Woodrow Wilson Foundation relies on funders and friends to help us continue 
this work. Recently (ag the sidebar an p. 8 indicates), several Fellows have even chosen to repay their 
Fellowships. The Trustees, the staff, and | are deeply grateful for the kind of interest and generosity that 
‘commitments like these represent. We pledge to continue to earn your support. 


‘Thomas C. Hudnut 
(Chair, The Board of Trustees 


Sincerely, 


Tee CHO Wy 


‘raw WoosRow WiLsoN 
National Felleesbip Fowndation 


Thoughts on the Woodrow Wilson Foundation: 


‘When {arrived at the Foundation in 2006, George W. Bush was 

President of the United States, and the Foundation had five 

fellowship programs—the Newcombe Dactoral Dissertation 

Fellowship, the Woodrow Wilson Women's Studies Dissertation 
Fellowships, a suite of doctoral and junior 
faculty fellowships supported by the 
Mellon Foundation, the Pickering Foreign 
[Affairs Fellowship, and the Woodrow 
‘Wilson Visiting Fellows program. The 
Foundation was alsa developing and 
managing a handful of early colleges for 
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 


1m 2006, concerned that the Foundation not 
engage in too many disparate activities, 
the Woodrow Wilson Board reaffirmed 

and expanded the mission and purpose 

of the Foundation, adopting the following 


“The Woodrow Wilson Foundation identifies and 
develops leaders and institutions to address the 
nation’s critical educational challenges 


“The primary vehicle for accomplishing this ie 
fellowships 


A principal focus of those fellowships is 
underrepresented and/or high-need populations 
and the institutions that serve them, 


‘The Foundation also agreed, in 2005, to develop a focus on a single 
area: closing the achievement gap, the persistent disparity in 


wy)" 


academic achievement among the nation's children by race, zip 
code, and socioeconomic status. Toward this end, Woodrow Wilson 
undertook three new initiatives: a teaching fellowship, a school, 
leadership fellowship, and the creation of a 21st-century graduate 
‘school of education offering programs in teacher and school leader 
‘education. 


‘Today, 13 years later, the Woodrow Wilson Teaching Fellowship has 
prepared more than 1200 teachers, Facusing on secondary-level 
‘STEM critical shortage area in many states’ teaching force—it 
hhas operated in six states: Georgia, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, New 
Jersey, and now Pennsylvania. This Fellowship has both recruited 
bbigh-ability people with undergraduate degrees in science and 
rath to prepare to teach those subjects in high-need in-state 
secondary schools for a minimum of three years, and also helped to 
transform teacher education programs at participating universities. 


1 quickly became apparent that for WW Teaching Fellows to 
succeed, they needed strong principals and school superintendents, 
However, previous research—including my own—had shown 

that school leadership programs lacked rigor and relevance. The 
Foundation therefore created the WW MBA Fellowship in Education 
Leadership, which shifted the preparation of school leaders from 
‘education schools to business schools, seeking to make the MEA 
the gold standard for scheol leader certification. Like the WW 
‘Teaching Fellowship, the WW MBA program is state-focused; relies 
on university/school partnerships; and utilizes long engagements, 
returning Fellows who complete the program ta become leaders 

in the districts that nominated them. Working in three states— 
Indiana, New Mexico, and Wisconsin—the WW MBA Fellowship has 
produced some 200 school leaders to date. 


Retrospective/Prospective, 2006-2018 


Finally, the Foundation has created the Woodrow Wilson Academy of Teaching and Learning. Through the Teaching and MBA Fellowships, 
‘WW has been engaged in repairing existing educator preparation programs. In contrast, the Woodrow Wilson Academy seeks to reinvent 
the schoo! of education. With the Academy, the Foundation sought to invent the education school of the 21st century. The Academy was 
‘envisioned nat as & hothouse, but as a resource and demonstration center, a showroom ofthe future of educator preparation. Created 

{in collaboration with MIT, the Academy has developed a competency-based master's degree program in teacher preparation, and it 
continues to evolve. Just this year it has gained independent 501(c)3) status. 


Even as these programs have taken shape, the Foundation has rethought its approach to its langstanding programs. The Newcombe, 
‘Mellon, and Women's Studies Fellowships continue to make important contributions to the Foundation's mission, Several other programs 
hhave been either outsourced or reshaped, while new ones tied to the Foundation’s mission 

hhave been added: The WW HistoryQuest Fellowship, far secandary-school teachers of 
‘American history; the Nancy Weis Malkiel Scholars Award and the Course Hero-WW 
Fellowships for Excellence in Teaching, both for junior and untenured faculty, and the WW 
Higher Education Policy Fellowships, which seek to bridge divides between policymakers 
and higher education leaders, state by state. The Foundation has long experience and strong 
‘expertise in administering fellowship programs, and it continues to look for new mission. 
facused opportunities to do so. 


“Meanwhile, the next new direction forthe Foundation has already emerged: the Woodrow 
‘wilson American History initiative, which will seek to transform the way American history 
{s taught and learned. Te be formally announced ths spring this initiative will create an 
cline platform for students and resources for teachers, seeking to promote active learning, 
deep understanding, problem solving critical thinking and a lifelong love of American ‘svar eaenar ten gears he Wont 
history through interactive pedagogies, storytelling, andthe inclusion of many voices and feiowship futon n= 
perspectives The Roard and staff ae enthusiastic, and more details willbe rolled out over it tombe wer 

the course ofthe year ahead 


“The Woodrow Wilson Foundation has seen an extraordinary transformation over the past dozen years. We have been called a seven 
decade-old startup. As the Foundation approaches its 75th anniversary it will continue to evolve in response to national needs in 
‘education. It has been a privilege to be a part ofthis evolution, 


(DES Fore 
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Letter of Transmittal 


1n the Woodraw Wilson Foundation’s 2018 fiscal year Quly 1,2017-June 30,2018), the Foundation sustained its longstanding emphasis on preparing 
leaders snd institutions for critical national challenges, with a renewed focus on excellence, opportunity, and equity in education, Once again, we 
areahleo report the creation of ew programs and straepe, ood progress in continuing progams, and sound operating outcomes across the 


“The largest of the Foundation’s recent programs, the Woodrow Wilson Academy for Teaching and Leaming, spent much of FY 2018 preparing to 
become an independent not-for profit organization, an outcome it successfully achieved atthe conclusion of the fiscal year Staff at the Woodrow 
‘Wilson Foundation continue to provide support for the WW Academy's recruitment, admissions, marketing, and communications functions on a 
contractual basis. This year's audited financials reflect the underlying shifts in resources associated with the separation af the Academy. 


Foundation staff also spent much of the 2028 fiscal year preparing forthe new Woodrow Wilson Teaching Fellowship 
in Pennsylvania, which was formally announced in the frst quarter of FY 2019, Another new program, the Course 
Hero-WW Fellowship for Excellence in Teaching, was added to the Foundation's portfolio asa pilot in spring 2018, then 
renewed for FY 2019; similarly, the WW Higher Education Policy Fellowship, was piloted in FY 2018 and continued for FY 
2018. 


Meanwhile, the Woodrow Wilson Board—following an assessment of the Foundation's capacity for and expertise 
in administering fellowship programsauthorized the appointment of a new WW officer to engage in a business 
development function, This new Director of Fellowship Solutions joined the staff in FY 2018 and has made considerable 
progress in opening doors with potential new partners for the Foundation 


Resources provided to the Waodrow Wilson Foundation both by corporate and philanthropic partners and by committed 
snaividual donors have made possible nat only these new initiatives, but also those ongoing programs-—the Newcombe, 
‘Women's Studies, and Mellon dissertation fellowships that have been part ofthe Foundation's portflio for many 
years, Each year, fo assess and ensure the Foundation’s management of its resources, Mercadien Group af Princeton 
Conducts an annwal audit. Mercadien once again issued a clean opinion in its audit of the Foundation for FY 2018, 
dnd the Woodrow Wilson Board of Trustees unanimously approved the audit report in October 2018. The audit report 
Stephanie ah Hull lent Summarized by the 2018 statement of financial activity on the next page; a full copy ofthe Foundation’s audited 
ErceuteVcs Presiden fnancns for 208 avalabe at wir wodrow or 
My colleagues and I take great pride inthe work we do with the Foundation's programs, and we ate grateful for the trust 
and commitment of the Foundation's Board, its donors and partners, and its Fellows across the years. 


Suphawie J. Yous 
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The Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation 
Statement of Activities - Year Ended June 30, 2018 
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Supporting WW: Donors and 


Funders, FY 2018 uty 1, 2017-June 30, 2018) 


PROGRAM/FELLOWSHIP FUNDING 
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The Woodrow Wilson Team 


(a8 of March 2015) 
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‘THE Wooprow Witson 
National Fellowship Foundation 
‘Address: § Vaughn Drive, Suite 300 + Princeton, NJ 08540 
‘Telephone: 609-452-7007 + Email: communications@woodrow.org + hitp://wwwavoodroworg 


4 ‘on Facebook: woodrowwilsonfoundation || (On Twitter: @wufoundation 


